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July 15, 2020    
 
Brothers and Their Parents: 
 
We are a few short weeks away from the opening of the ZBT Chapter House at the University of 
Illinois.  These past few months have been unprecedented for all of us.  The Trustees have been 
working diligently to have the Chapter House ready for everyone to return and address concerns we 
all have with the new protocols required during the current health crisis.  The goal of course is the 
health and safety of all of our members. 
 
Since school ended in March there has been much information circulated by the University of Illinois 
Certified Housing, various Greek housing organizations, our insurance broker and Zeta  Beta Tau that 
have addressed the best approach to reopening the Chapter House.   
 
Over the summer, we have been working with our property manager, Greek Management, to meet 
some of the new requirements for communal living.  These include a deep cleaning of the common 
areas of the property, power washing of the stairwells, installation of hand sanitizing stations at key 
locations, soap dispensers in the first floor restrooms, an updated daily and weekly cleaning protocol 
and cleaning of the suites prior to the return to campus.  Residents will be responsible for the cleaning 
of their own suite and bedroom during the school year. 
 
In the spring the undergraduate leadership requested that we change our foodservice provider.  After 
reviewing various venders, we have signed a contract for the 2020-2021 school year with Campus 
Culinary Solutions - https://www.campusculinarysolutions.com.  Everyone involved is happy with this 
choice.  They will be taking all government recommended safety precautions with meal service 
including prepackaged meals instead of buffet style while the crisis continues. 
 
Social distancing will require some changes with the move in procedures when the Chapter House 
reopens in August.  Move in will take place over a one week period beginning on Monday August 
10th.   Everyone expected to be moved in no later than August 17th unless approved by Reese Bressler.  
Classes begin on August 24th. 
 
Move in will need to be scheduled with the House Manager.  Information on scheduling your move-in 
will be disseminated later.  There will be three-three hour windows each day for individuals to move 
their possessions into the Chapter House.  The windows are 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., 1:00 to 4:00 
p.m. and 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.  The chapter house has three floors.  During move in, we will restrict 
activity to no more than two families on any one floor during each window.  Brothers will be permitted 
to have two family members assist them during the three hour window.  Everyone will be required to 
wear face coverings while in the Chapter House. 
 
We do ask that you do the following prior to returning to campus.   
 

1. Take your temperature and that of those assisting you in your move in.  You and your family 
members must have a temperature at or below 99.5 degrees to enter the Chapter House. 

2. Self quarantine for 14 days prior to your arrival on campus if you or any family members 
have been exposed to someone who tested positive for Covid-19 or have traveled recently 
from an area that the CDC believes is a Covid hotspot. 

3. Stay home and delay returning to campus if you are experiencing any Covid-19 symptoms. 
 

https://www.campusculinarysolutions.com/
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A Covid-19 policy is being finalized by the undergraduate executive board.  It will include 
requirements to follow all procedures put forth by the University of Illinois, describes requirements for 
social distancing, facial covering, temperature check procedures and visitor policies.  The University is 
providing on-campus testing at two locations.  It is encouraged that you take the Covid test upon 
arriving in Champaign. 
 
One of the issues that we all are concerned about is scenario where one or more residents is exposed 
or they personally test positive for Covid-19.  We are unable to set aside a quarantine suite in the 
Chapter House to use in the event a resident is exposed and/or tests positive.  The University is not 
going to provide quarantine space in residence halls or find other accommodations for students 
testing positive beyond those living in their own properties.  Therefore in this circumstance, the 
resident is requested, where possible, to return to their parent’s home for their quarantine period.  It is 
likely that we may restrict any non-resident from entering the property for periods of time.  Non-
resident members and visitors that are exposed and/or test positive will also be restricted from the 
Chapter House for 14 days. 
 
We ask each of you to be smart.  The CDC has warned that times of stress can lead to increases in 
alcohol and other substance abuse and we discourage your use even if you are of legal age.  This is a 
good time to be aware of the added risk this brings during this pandemic.  Watch out for yourself and 
your brothers. 
 
Finally, the Trustees are not in Champaign and will not be there to see that everyone is following the 
guidelines in place.  We will do our best to make the Chapter House a safe place for those living in 
during the school year.  Everyone’s interaction away from the Chapter House for classes and other 
events will affect everyone at the Chapter House once you return.  We can only do so much and 
ultimately the risk of being in a group environment is impacted by you and the other brothers, not the 
Trustees.  It is up to you to act responsible during this pandemic.  Each of your individual actions have 
consequences on all of your brothers.  The three most important things you can do is 1) to practice 
social distancing, 2) wash your hands and 3) wear face covering.   
 
This is the perfect time to live the ZBT Credo 

• Intellectual Awareness 
• Social Responsibility 
• Integrity 
• Brotherly Love 

 
It speaks well to the current situation. 
 
Be safe and we will update you all again soon. 
 
C, F & S,  

 
Gregg F. Witt 
President 


